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1. GAO, e x c e p t  i n  l i m i t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w i l l  
n o t  r e v i e w  a p o t e n t i a l  s u b c o n t r a c t o r ' s  pro- 
tes t  of t h e  award o f  a s u b c o n t r a c t  s i n c e  t h e  
matter i n v o l v e s  c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

2. C o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  prime c o n t r a c t o r  is supp ly -  
i n g  v e h i c l e s  w i t h  nonconforming  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m s  is a ma t t e r  of c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  n o t  for r e v i e w  u n d e r  GAO's Bid  Protest 
P r o c e d u r e s .  

Whelen E n g i n e e r i n g  Company, I n c .  c o m p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e  
l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m s  s u p p l i e d  by  F e d e r a l  S i g n a l  Company to 
S o u t h e r n  Ambulance B u i l d e r s ,  IRC., t h e  pr ime c o n t r a c t o r ,  
for ambulances  unde r  a c o n t r a c t  awarded by t h e  U.S. Army 
Tank-Automotive Command, do n o t  meet t h e  c o n t r a c t  require- 
ments .  Whelen, a p o t e n t i a l  s u b c o n t r a c t o r ,  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  
t h e s e  s l l c g e d l y  d e f i c i e n t  l i g h t i n g  components  be removed 
from t h e  v e h i c l e s  and  t h a t  t h e  grime c o n t r a c t o r  be required 
to  i n s t a l l  proper l i g h t i n g  systems from e i t h e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
s u p p l i e r  or t h e  protester.  

Whelen seems to  be p r o t e s t i n g  b o t h  t h a t  i t  was improp- 
e r l y  d e n i e d  a s u b c o n t r a c t  award to  s u p p l y  t h e  l i g h t i n g  
s y s t e m s  and t h a t  t h e  Army is  a c c e p t i n g  nonconforming  e q u i p -  
ment.  W e  would c o n s i d e r  a pro tes t  a g a i n s t  a s u b c o n t r a c t  
award o n l y  i n  c e r t a i n  l i m i t e d  C i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The gov- 
e r n m e n t ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s u b c o n t r a c t  awards g e n e r a l l y  
i n v o l v e s  o n l y  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  prime c o n t r a c t o r ' s  selec- 
t i o n  of a s u b c o n t r a c t o r ,  which is a f u n c t i o n  of c o n t r a c t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  which w e  do  n c t  r e v i e w  u n d e r  our pro tes t  

, 

p r o c e d u r e s .  
B-211428, May 6 ,  1983 ,  83-1 CPD 478 .  Whelen ' s  p r o t e s t  

Supreme Eqxipment & Sys tems  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  

d o e s  n o t  s u g q e s t  t h a t  any  of t h e  l i m i t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
which  would w a r r a n t  our  r e v i e w  is  p r e s e n t  here. 
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Moreover, what is d e l i v e r e d  under a c o n t r a c t  is also 
a matter of c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Consequent ly ,  w e  
a l so  do n o t  c o n s i d e r ,  under our  Bid Protest Procedures ,  
4 C.F.R. 2 1 . 3  ( 1 9 8 3 )  as amended by 48 Fed. Reg. 1932,  
January 1 7 ,  1983,  whether d e l i v e r e d  goods or equipment 
conform to c o n t r a c t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  , '. . 

We d i s m i s s  t h e  protest. 

Harry R. Van Cleve 
Act ing  General  Counsel  
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